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 1.    INTRODUCTION TO THE BFSLYC
The BFSLYC was founded in 1955 to promote, support, develop, organise, regulate and administer the sport of Land sailing throughout the UK.  It acts as an advisory body on all Land sailing matters and represents the member Clubs at National and International level.  The BFSLYC is a member of FISLY, the International Federation of Sand and Land Yachting, and the International governing body for the sport (www.fisly.org)

Also known as British Landsailing, the BFSLYC arranges insurance cover for all its members, organises a programme of racing throughout the country, provides training for Instructors and provides practical support to clubs with training and assistance with promotional events.

The BFSLYC has a managing committee that meets at least twice a year to review the activities of the clubs, to set a racing calendar, to review and recommend changes to rules and ways of working and bring forward ideas to improve the sport.  The day to day work of the BFSLYC is carried out by unpaid volunteers, the Officers, who are elected annually at the AGM in November.

A full copy of the BFSLYC Constitution can be found at Section 8, document D.1.

Associate membership is open to any individual who lives too far away from an existing established BFSLYC member Club.

2.    THE BFSLYC OFFICERS
The BFSLYC Officers include:

The Chairman - responsible for chairing the AGM, Executive Committee Meetings and other meetings as required.  The Chairman actively performs a public figurehead role, and oversees the actions of the Committees and BFSLYC Officers to ensure they act to the best of their abilities at all times in pursuit of the aims and objectives of the BFSLYC. 

The Treasurer - responsible for collecting the subscriptions from the member Clubs and all aspects of the BFSLYC accounts, including the presentation of an annual financial statement to the AGM, and the investment of any Capital reserves in a high interest account.

The Insurance Officer - responsible for the timely negotiation of suitable terms for the annual renewal of the BFSLYC's insurance policy.

The Webmaster - responsible for the content and running of the BFSLYC website.

The Secretary  -  responsible for conducting the correspondence of the BFSLYC, including all aspects of the paperwork associated with the BFSLYC's meetings, including the timely preparation of Agendas, Minutes and the maintenance of records of all the meetings, and ensuring the Clubs receive the relevant information to ensure compliance with the BFSLYC Procedures and the requirements of the BFSLYC's insurers.

The Training Officer  -  responsible for the Training of keen newcomers to the Sport to achieve their Pilots Licences, and the issuing of Pilots Licences together with the keeping of records thereof..

The Press Officer - responsible for all BFSLYC publicity and media contact.

A full copy of the BFSLYC Constitution can be found at Section 8, document D.1.

3.   THE ROLE OF THE BFSLYC  

The BFSLYC is funded by annual contributions from its member clubs, to provide support to the member clubs as follows:

3.1   The website www.britishlandsailing.org.uk is the source of all information relevant to all aspects of the sport.

3.2   Clubs gain support and credibility by being members of a strong and respected 60-year old “umbrella” organisation.

3.3   The established proven practices, procedures and guidance booklets of the BFSLYC provide documentary support and advice to member clubs.

3.4   The BFSLYC Officers can offer advice and assistance on localised promotional activity.

3.5   The Press Officer provides a point of contact for the media and assists with promotional activities at local level as requested.

3.6   The BFSLYC successfully and effectively organises the competitive sport nationwide through the National series of race regattas, the results of which lead to the selection of the team to represent Great Britain at the annual European Championships.

3.7   The BFSLYC organises the training of Instructors, who use established and proven procedures for the training and licensing of pilots to compete in race events.  Detailed guidance for the setting of courses for racing, safety considerations, marshalling and Sailing Master responsibilities, and international racing rules for competitors have been developed by the BFSLYC. 

3.8   BFSLYC delegates attend 2 or more FISLY meetings per year to promote British interests in the sport at International level.

3.9   The BFSLYC organises Third Party Insurance Cover for all member Clubs.  All individual members of the member Clubs should have the BFSLYC insurance cover, and abide by the terms and conditions thereof.  

The BFSLYC has overseen a period of change in the Sport since the 1990s when the British were International Champions and lead the World in yacht design.  The decline in interest in competitive racing has been replaced by increased interest in the recreational side of the sport, which has coincided with the growth in popularity of the mini land yachts, in all their various guises.

It is hoped that Associate members will attract fellow enthusiasts into the sport, ultimately leading to the formation of new Clubs.

The BFSLYC documents and booklets are listed in section 8 and are available for inspection on the BFSLYC website (bfslyc.org.uk - click on "files" on the left hand side of the homepage).

 
4.  MEMBERSHIP

 ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP
Associate Membership is available to anyone who lives too far away from the existing established member Clubs, and is offered in the hope that Associate Members who regularly sail together at the same site may eventually get together and form a Club.

Associate Membership includes Third Party insurance cover while sailing at existing sailing sites.

Associate members are expected to abide by the BFSLYC's Recommended Procedures, especially the Code of Practice for Recreational Sailing. 

Associate Membership is not intended to be BFSLYC membership on the cheap.  Whilst Associate Members can expect a warm welcome at the existing established member Clubs listed below, the Clubs with overheads to support will expect you to join the Club if you find yourself using the Club on a regular basis.  

The Application Form for Associate Membership is available [here]

THE MEMBER CLUBS
ANGLIA Land Yacht Club

Formerly based at Bassingbourn Airfield, South of Cambridge, the members sailed Class 3, Class 5, Standart and Mini Land yachts on alternate Sundays throughout the year.  The Clubhouse on the airfield offered a warm welcome and could host "Come and Try It" days.  Club activities included recreational sailing and racing, with the Club hosting two National race Regattas per year.  The Club lost the use of the airfield in early 2013 and is currently without a base.

BREAN Land Yacht Club

The Club sails at Brean Sands, South of Weston-super-Mare, on 2 miles of West-facing hard, dry sand, on most weekends throughout the year, using Class 3, Class 5, Standart and Mini Land yachts.  Use of the beach is restricted during the school summer holidays.  The Clubhouse overlooking the beach offers a warm welcome and can host "Come and Try It" days.  Club activities include recreational sailing and racing, with the Club hosting two National race Regattas each year.

KENT Land Yacht Club

Based at Greatstone beach near Folkestone, the Club is based at the Varne Boatclub and sail Standart, Class 5, and Mini Landyachts recreationally every weekend.  The beach is available on weekdays, but restrictions apply during the school summer holidays.

The LINCOLNSHIRE Sand Yacht Club 

Based at Mablethorpe, the membership sail Class 3, Mini and Kite-powered Land yachts for fun whenever convenient and the Club hosts an annual National race Regatta. 

The PEMBROKESHIRE Sand Yacht Club

Based at Newgale Sands, the membership sail mini land yachts for fun whenever convenient.

The WIRRAL Sand Yacht Club

Based at Hoylake, the Club enjoys 3 miles of windswept sandbanks at the end of the Wirral peninsula, near Liverpool.  The enthusiastic 100+ membership enjoy the benefits of a Clubhouse and indulge in recreational sailing whenever possible with Club racing on alternate weekends.  Primarily Kite-powered, the membership includes some Class 3, Class 5 and Mini Land yachts.  The Club hosts National race Regattas for Sand yachts and Parakarts.

The YORK Land Yacht Club

Based at Elvington Airfield, South of York, Club members sail Standart, Class 5, Mini and Kite-powered Land yachts for fun on the Airfield on most weekends.  The Club members also sail on the beach at Redcar.

5.    THE YACHT CLASSES
Land and Sand Yachts are classified as follows:
CLASS 3 

Large (5m long, 3.5m wide, 6m tall), and fast (up to 75mph), Class 3s are primarily racing craft with a "wing" mast and 7.35 sq m of sail.

CLASS 5

Smaller (3m long, 2.5m wide, 5.5m tall)  and of lightweight tubular construction, Class 5s have 5.5 sq m of sail and achieve speeds of 65mph.

STANDART

Larger than a Class 5 but slightly slower, Standarts are raced as a One-design Class.

MINI LANDYACHTS

Small enough to fit in a car boot; Minis are superb fun for everyone and are readily available.  Minis are the easiest way to get into the Sport.

6.    INSURANCE

The BFSLYC provides £5m Third Party Insurance Cover for the Clubs and their members.

All members of the BFSLYC Clubs should have the BFSLYC Insurance cover.

The BFSLYC insurance is compulsory for those taking part in the National series of Races for Class 3, Class 5 and Standart land yachts.

A more detailed explanation of the BFSLYC Insurance cover is to be found in the appended document D.12, "The BFSLYC Insurance Policy - an explanatory note". 

7.      BFSLYC RECOMMENDED PROCEDURES
7.1     CLUB FORMATION

The BFSLYC offers enthusiastic assistance and advice through its Officers and existing member Clubs to any group interested in forming a new Club.  

Associate members are expected to actively encourage and promote local interest in the sport, with a view to forming a new Club at the local sailing site.

As part of the formation of a new Club, the sailing site will be inspected by suitably experienced Officers from the BFSLYC to assess its suitability for safe recreational sailing, Club racing and the holding of National Regattas, if required.

7.2    RISK ASSESSMENTS
The BFSLYC Insurance Policy requires all clubs to have Risk Assessments for all activities, and requires all the individual Club members to be aware of the contents of the Risk Assessments and comply with the advice contained therein at all times.

A summary of the requirements of the BFSLYC’s insurance policy is to be found in section 8, document D.12.

Copies of all the clubs' Risk Assessments must be lodged with the BFSLYC Insurance Officer.

7. 3    PUBLIC SAFETY
The safety of the General Public is of paramount importance.

All members of the general public should be avoided by a distance of 50 metres.  

When indulging in exuberant or flamboyant sailing (egg balancing on 2 wheels, sliding sideways etc), it is good practice to keep at least 100 metres away from members of the public, as you may appear to be out of control to a nervous onlooker who may feel threatened as a consequence.

Novices must make sure there is no one located within 100 metres downwind of them when trying equipment for the first time, and until they have control of it.

Horses generally do not like flapping sails.  Horses should be kept under observation and avoided by at least 100 metres.  If a horse appears nervous in any way, stop sailing, turn the yacht over and lay the sail flat on the beach, and wait until the horse is at least 200 metres away before starting sailing again.

Dogs should be avoided by at least 50 metres.  When being chased, try to avoid sudden changes of direction and, if possible, try to lead the dog back from whence it came.

Pilots must be polite and behave in a civilised and courteous manner at all times, especially when dealing with a potential complaint.  Remember that the complainant may be a person in a position of influence and a permanent ban could be an expletive away.  As an ambassador for all of us, you must be diplomatic and exercise restraint at all times.

The BFSLYC Code of Practice for Recreational Land sailing is to be found in Section 8, Document D.14.
7.4    PILOT SAFETY
I.  Pilots must always observe the Rules and Regulations of their Home Club.

ii. It is compulsory to wear a suitable helmet whilst land sailing.  The use of earplugs, headphones, personal music systems, or anything that might reduce the efficiency of the Pilot's hearing, is not permitted.

iii. Pilots should wear suitable eye protection to ensure the pilot enjoys optimum visibility at all times.  If a pilot needs to wear glasses to drive a car, the pilot should wear the same glasses to sail a land yacht, and any goggles that are worn in addition must fit over the glasses.  Bifocal or varifocal glasses are not suited to land yachts sailed in a lying-down position.

iv. Gloves should enhance the pilot's grip on the sheet-rope, reduce wind-chill and provide warmth in cold or wet conditions.  Gloves are compulsory on airfields, to minimise personal injury if the pilot falls out onto tarmac, concrete or gravel.

v. Footwear should be warm, waterproof, practical and sufficiently robust to provide adequate foot protection whilst sailing and to enable the pilot to walk back to base in the event of a breakdown.  Footwear should be free from trailing laces that can pose a tripping hazard when pushing the yacht

vi.   Pilots should wear adequate clothing for optimum comfort whilst land sailing.  Loose or baggy clothing that could get caught in the pulley blocks should be avoided.  Wind and water resistant clothing is to be preferred and pilots should never forget that the weather can change very quickly. 

Vii. Novice pilots must observe the basic sailing rules at all times, i.e. bear right to avoid a head-on collision, and give way to anyone approaching from your right. 

The BFSLYC Code of Practice for Recreational Land sailing is to be found in Section 8, Document D.14.

7.5    YACHT SAFETY
Pilots must make certain that their craft are fit to sail before setting off,  This includes checking all bolts for looseness, all welds for structural cracking, all sails, ropes and lines for tears and fraying, and all clips, clamps and shackles for secure operation.  Wheel bearings and pulleys need to be free-running, and tyres need to be inflated to pressures suited to the sailing conditions. 

7.6    CODE OF PRACTICE FOR RECREATIONAL SAILING

The BFSLYC Code of Practice for Recreational Sailing is appended as document D.14 in Section 8, and all Associate Members are expected to comply with the guidance contained therein at all times. 
7.7    INSTRUCTION OF NOVICES
The Instruction of Novices at "Taster" or "Have a go" promotional events should be based on the guidance contained in the Anglia Land Yacht Club Training Manual (D.4) and the BFSLYC Instructors Manual for Conventional Land yachts (D.10). 

Instructors should ensure that the Instruction is carried out in strict compliance with the Club's Risk Assessment.

The Instruction of minors / children can only be undertaken by the Club's Child Protection Officer, in accordance with the BFSLYC's Child and Youth Protection Policy (D.13).  If the Club's CPO is not available, instruction cannot be undertaken unless the child's parent or guardian is present and signs a consent form.

Useful general guidance on the organisation of publicity events is to be found in the BFSLYC booklet “What about a promotional weekend” (D.8)

7.8    TRAINING OF PILOTS
The Training Programme leading to the award of a Pilot's Licence is detailed in the Pilot's Logbook (D.3).

The Training of Pilots should be carried out in accordance with the guidelines contained in the BFSLYC Instructors Manual for Conventional Land yachts (D.10).  

Once the Trainee has gained sufficient experience to satisfy the Club's Testing Officer and has achieved Level 3 in the Pilot's Logbook (D.3), the Trainee can take the Pilot's Licence Test.  

The Pilot's Licence Test comprises a Written Test and a Practical Test, organised by the Club's Training Officer (or another suitable Official designated by the BFSLYC).  Once both Tests have been passed the Pilot can apply to the BFSLYC's Director of Practice for a Pilot's Licence (a fee of £10 is payable) which will enable the Pilot to take part in Club races.

Newly licensed Pilots must obtain 2 months experience of racing at Club level before the Pilot can be authorised (by the Club's Training Officer or the BFSLYC Sailing Master) to apply for a National Pilot's Licence which will enable the Pilot to take part in the National Race Series and other events.  The application must be countersigned by the Club's Sailing Master and be accompanied by the original Licence and a photograph of the Pilot, but no fee is payable.

The National Pilot's Licence can be further upgraded with an endorsement for International competitions once the Pilot has gained sufficient experience of racing at National level over a period of at least 24 months, accompanied by a letter of recommendation from a regular Sailing Master. 

The Pilots Licences issued by the BFSLYC Sailing Master are Class specific, i.e. a Class 5 Pilot needs to be trained by a Class 5 Instructor to obtain a Class 5 Pilot's Licence. If a Pilot wishes to change Class or take part in International competitions, the Pilot's Licence can be amended accordingly with an Endorsement by the Sailing Master, provided the Pilot has received suitable training and the Sailing Master is satisfied that the Pilot has gained sufficient racing experience.

7.9    TRAINING OF INSTRUCTORS
Potential Instructors must have achieved at least Level 3 in the Pilot's Logbook (D.3).

The Training of Instructors takes place on occasional specialised Training courses conducted by suitably experienced BFSLYC National Instructors, in accordance with the guidelines contained in the BFSLYC Instructors Manual (D.10) and the Pilot's Logbook (D.3).

The Instructor qualification requires revalidation every 3 years by two National Instructors.  

Instructors, who regularly carry out Instruction and become extensively experienced in Instruction, may be invited to become National Instructors by two existing National Instructors.

Anyone assisting an Instructor should have achieved Level 3 in the Pilot's Logbook (D.3).

7.10     THE ORGANISATION OF REGATTAS
The procedures for the Organisation of a National Regatta, or basic Club racing, are contained in the BFSLYC booklet "The Organisation of Regattas - Notes for Sailing Masters and Lap Scorers" (D.9).

The Host Club’s Sailing Master is responsible for the conduct of the racing on the day.  

The Sailing Master may select a jury from the competing Pilots to rule on any Protests lodged by the Pilots during a race and, if the jury fail to reach a definitive decision, the decision of the Sailing Master is final.

Races are organised in accordance with the FISLY rules.

7.11    THE RULES OF RACING
The BFSLYC Racing Rules are a subset of those used by FISLY, the Sport's International governing body, to ensure that all competitors in International races are sailing to the same Rules.

The Racing Rules apply to all Recreational sailing, to ensure the safety of all participants.

Copies of the Racing Rules are to be found in the Pilot's Logbook (D.3), the Instructors Manual (D.10) and the ALYC Training Manual (D.4).

7.12    GENERAL BEST PRACTICE POLICIES  

The BFSLYC is, by definition, an "umbrella" organisation and has a duty to ensure that the member Clubs are aware of, and comply with, the relevant Statements of Best Practice, including the following:
Data Protection - All personal information supplied by individual members to the Clubs and the BFSLYC is treated as confidential and will not be disclosed to third parties other than the Emergency and Law Enforcement Services, and the BFSLYC Insurers, at the discretion of the BFSLYC Executive committee. 

Protection of the Environment and the Safety of Others - The BFSLYC adopted a brief and simplistic Code of Practice on 17.7.93.

Child Protection - The BFSLYC has adopted a Child and Youth Protection Policy (D.13)

Equal Opportunities  - The BFSLYC and the member Clubs actively support the general principle of Equal Opportunities for all, including Minority Groups, the Handicapped and the Disabled, and are in full agreement that all forms of Discrimination must be actively discouraged.  However, not all the different types of Land Yacht briefly summarised in section 5 will be suited to all types of persons.  Some yachts can be easily adapted to suit some requirements, but others cannot.  Member Clubs are reminded that our Insurers require a full Risk Assessment to be carried out for each and every activity.  If the Risk Assessment identifies any risk that might be interpreted as being unacceptable, then that activity cannot be allowed to proceed.

Drink and Drugs - Drink or drug abuse will not be tolerated and any Pilot suspected of being under the influence of drink or drugs will not be allowed to participate in any Club or National racing.   The Sailing Master's decision is final.  The use of drink or drugs during recreational sailing is not permitted. 

Health and Safety - Pilots must comply with the Health and Safety legislation, where relevant and applicable.  Pilots must do their utmost to protect the safety of themselves, their fellow Pilots and all members of the general public, including their pets, in strict compliance with the Club's Risk Assessment for that specific activity.

  

8.    BFSLYC DOCUMENTS and BOOKLETS

All members of the member Clubs are expected to be familiar with the contents of the following BFSLYC publications, and comply with the contents thereof at all times.

 

D.1   the BFSLYC Constitution                                        (20.11.93) 

D.3   BFSLYC Pilot's Log Book                                           2006

D.4   Anglia Land Yacht Club Training Manual                   1989 

D.9   the Organisation of Regattas - Notes for Sailing Masters and Lap Scorers

D.10   BFSLYC Instructors Manual 

D.12    The BFSLYC Insurance Policy - an explanatory note  

D.13    the BFSLYC Child and Youth Protection Policy                                    

D.14   the BFSLYC Code of Practice for Recreational Sailing
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